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Get to Know Kentucky Beef Producers
with the “Beef – Pasture to Plate” Storytelling Series

In Their Own Words

Lexington, Ky. . . “Beef – From Pasture to Plate” is an informational program funded by The Beef Checkoff that gives consumers the opportunity to learn about the family-owned and operated businesses in the beef industry that make up the beef industry straight from the source – the producers.  The producer’s featured represent a few of the dedicated men and women from Kentucky who spend every day caring for their animals and working hard to provide great-tasting beef to America’s dinner tables. 
There are more than 40,000 beef producers in Kentucky caring for the state’s approximately 2.46 million head of beef cattle.  It’s hard work, but for these men and women, raising cattle is a passion and a way of life. Producers in the state of Kentucky will generate approximately $560 million in total cash receipts (2005) and invest it back into Kentucky economy.  This equates to $64 billion dollars in added value to the U.S. economy.  

“It’s not uncommon to have baby calves lying on our kitchen floor because they were born during the cold weather,” said Leslie Downs, Lebanon, Kentucky beef producer.  For the Downs family, cattle is in the genes.  “I don’t think we could be happy without having cows to look after.”
Producing beef requires pastureland like that cared by for the Downs and other Kentucky farm families.  Stewardship of the land, air and water is critical to the success of these families and the beef industry as a whole.  Rineyville producer Chuck Crutcher is just one example of how Kentucky’s cattle men and women are working hard to conserve these precious natural resources for future generations. 
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“Our 50-acre farm has been a great place to raise our kids and provide a place for the grandkids to come back to and enjoy green, open space.  It has provided many memories for our family over the years and will continue to be their link to their agricultural heritage,” said Crutcher, who was recognized with the Hardin County Master Conservation Award in 2004.

Attached you will find stories from several beef producers from across the state of Kentucky in their own words and a Pasture to Plate Fact Sheet.   Visit www.kybeef.com to meet these Kentucky producers and to learn more about the how beef gets from Kentucky’s pastures to the consumers’ plate. To find out more about beef production nation-wide, visit www.beeffrompasturetoplate.com.

The Kentucky Beef Council is funded by The Beef Checkoff Program, which was established as part of the 1985 Farm Bill.  The checkoff assesses $1 per head on the sale of live domestic and imported cattle, in addition to a comparable assessment on imported beef and beef products.  States retain up to 50 cents on the dollar and forward the other 50 cents per head to the Cattlemen’s Beef Promotion and Research Board, which administers the national checkoff program, subject to USDA approval.
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