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I come from a generation that can say that they were born and raised on the farm. In the 40’s Doctor’s were still making house calls and some of these house calls were made on horseback due to dirt roads being unpassable at times. I was born at home on a small farm in Meade County, Kentucky just a few miles from the Flaherty community, the 3rd of seven sons.

In the early 50’s we moved to the “family farm” just a couple of miles away, where my parents preceded to raise 7 boys. This farm seemed to be held together by rocks and broom sage. Whenever we couldn’t work in hay, tobacco or putting up fence, my dad would say, “boys I think we ought to go to the back field and pick up rocks”. This was a very diversified farm operation with cattle, sheep, tobacco and hogs. At one time we even had an adopted “billy goat”. To this day have all of my brothers have maintained our ties to agricultural.

From those beginnings my wife and I purchased our farm in the Rineyville community of Hardin County, Kentucky in 1974, where we have raised our four kids. From my dad’s farm I brought 3 black baldy cows to start our herd. This farm was similar to the way my dad started his farming operation, no fence and lots of broom sage. Luckily we have few rocks. 

We have raised corn, tobacco, green bell peppers, and hay and enlarged the cow/calf operation. I can say that tobacco paid for the farm, because that was the way we set up the payments at that time of the year because that was the only time there was any real “extra” money. 

In 1995 we started using registered bulls with known genetics. In 2001 with agriculture developments funds we started upgrading our cattle handling facilities, built a barn to store our hay inside and keeping records started using CHAPS. In 2005 I sent 5 calves to Iowa along with six other producers as a part of the Tri County Steer Carcass Futurity Program. This is a retained ownership program, run by Iowa State University that provides carcass data back to the producer, so that they apply this information to their cow herd and make improvements to their cow/calf operations. This led us to purchasing two registered Angus bulls that were used in a feed efficiency trail administered by Iowa State University. These bulls not only have known EPD’s, but are also feed efficient. I believe this will prove to be even more beneficial in the future as our feed and fuel costs rise.

Throughout the years I have worked with the U.S. Department of Agricultural Natural Resources Conservation District, implementing many conservation practices and installing water systems. In 2004 I was selected for the Master Conservation award for Hardin County for these environmental practices and being a steward of the soil.

In 2004 I completed the Master Cattleman class conducted through the University of Kentucky Extension Service. These are a series of 10, 4-hour sessions dealing with all aspects of producing quality beef. 
Since then I have continued this educational series by attending Advanced Master Cattlemen classes, proving that you’re never too old to learn and you’ll never know it all.

This 50-acre farm has been a great place to raise our kids and provide a place for the grandkids to come back to and enjoy green/open space. It has provided many memories for our family over the years and will continue to be their link to their agricultural heritage.
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