Pasture to Plate

James Sidney Osbourne, III

Zephyr Heights Farm
Washington County
My wife, Tara, and myself, along with our two daughters, Lakin age 4 and Addison age 1 are the fourth generation to feed cattle on Zephyr Heights Farm. We own 80 acres, consisting of three feedlots, bottom land and pasture. However, this is only a portion of my operation. I am also involved in row crop farming, tobacco, and hay production. I partner with another landlord on approximately 500 acres of grass were back grounding cattle is another addition to my operation.

My passion for cattle starts very early every morning when I pull into the feedlot or into the fields and yell out “woo cow” or “suk calf”. The cattle identify me by the sound of the feed truck and my voice as I come across the field and they come running to the truck to be hand fed. Hand feeding takes place with the numerous five gallon buckets that are loaded into the back of the truck filled to the top with scrumptious feed for the cattle to eat that day. As the cattle surround me to eat as I pour out the feed, I can identify each one with a number, name or some story or tale about each one. The close relationship with the cattle is instilled early on in each calf as we have a great health program and treat the cattle with a friendly environment. 

My father started me out at an early age working with cattle, I too am starting my girls at an early age. The oldest has her own feed bucket to assist in feeding cattle and they both, along with my wife, participate in the farming operation and the raising of the cattle from the time they are born until the time they are sold at the stockyards. I have the passion and desire for my family to grow and learn how important the value of land and beef are to the world that we help provide for and I hope that others out there do to.   
