Pasture to Plate

Steve Dons

Hey there! My name is Steve Dons and I am a framer from Lebanon, KY. Sorry, but I am not your basic idea of a cowboy since I don’t own a horse or wear a cool looking Stetson hat, I do have a nice pair of boots that I wear on Sundays or special occasions.( Don’t want to get them dirty now do I?)
I may not be a cowboy but I certainly would consider myself a cattleman, along with my wife Peggy , 2 daughters Leslie and Christine, son Mark and my father Doyle. We maintain a brood cow herd of around 300 cows and background around 450 steers and heifers. We also produce 75 to 100 certified replacement heifers annually that are sold through a 3 county partnership of cattlemen known as the “Central Kentucky Premier Heifer Sale Committee”. We have a spring and a fall sale which means we sell fall calving heifers in the spring and sell spring calving heifers in the fall. Unfortunately, we had to cancel our fall 07 sale due to low demand caused by the terrible drought conditions in the summer and fall of 07. We have had lots of rain this winter, so we are hoping for better conditions in 08. 
Our cow herd is primarily Angus and Angus Cross cattle with a few Charolais, Simmental and Hereford cross cattle mixed in. We use Angus bulls with good growth traits and calving ease. Last year we purchased a Limousin-Anus-Balancer bull out of Missouri and are anxiously awaiting the results that are due to “hit the ground” (be born) in late February or early March. Calving ease and a good strong calf that will get up and nurse on its own quickly are very important to our operation, in that we are scattered out on 10 different farms cattle only get checked daily some times.

We keep our cows on pasture year round but we feed them hay and grain out in the fields through the winter. The calves are left on the cows 6 to 8 months before being weaned off. The calves are vaccinated against diseases shortly after all cows in each group have calved. They are then revaccinated at weaning time. They are then grouped into feeding areas, one for steers and another for heifers. The calves are fed a generous diet of wheat hay, grain and corn silage, for both comfort and weight gain. We usually sell the calves when they reach 800 to 850 pounds. They are sent to the feed yards where they are fed to finishing weight, (around 1200 pounds). 
We raise cattle on my home farm as well as my father and his father before him. One genealogy book I saw said that our first ancestors who came to Kentucky were great cattlemen in their day. I guess it is my genes, because I don’t think that I could be happy without having some cows around to look after.

My family and I hope the next time that you have a delicious tender steak or juicy hamburger you will appreciate all our efforts in providing that tasty and healthy eating experience to you. 

Thanks for your Support.

